MR.   LLOYD   GEORGE
In his eyes it havers, wobbles and - is over-fond of
leadership by mediocrities.
He has set out in his book his version of the War.
He was never meant for literature and his writing
has not enhanced his reputation. The events are not
made to march; there is not that minimum of respect
for chronological order that keeps the reader's atten-
tion fixed on their progressive evolution. He has his
striking phrases but they are lost in the general
disarray.
As a party leader his power has steadily declined.
The last time the Liberal Party showed signs of
resurrection was at the General Election of 1923, when
he consented to fight with Asquith as his leader*
Baldwin reconciled them by asking for a protectionist
mandate. For less than a year one hundred and sixty
Liberals kept in office a minority Labour Government,
Asquith was chiefly responsible for turning them out.
But at the end of 1924 the electorate only remembered
that the Liberals had brought them in and so they
sent the Liberals back with 40 seats instead of 159.
Asquith himself was defeated, so Lloyd George was
again the leader of the sad little rump. In 1929 he
made a terrific electoral effort. The Liberals arranged
to fight every conceivable kind of seat. Although the
tide was flowing against the Government the public
preferred the Socialists to Lloyd George and his
Liberals. The result of vast expenditure was a net
Liberal gain of nineteen seats. When the results were
being flashed on to a screen from a building high
above Trafalgar Square an illuminated figure of
Lloyd George from the opposite side kept winking
out its electoral slogan "We can conquer unemploy-
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